So you want me to be your thesis advisor?

I'm incredibly flattered that you want me to be your thesis advisor.  Following this little checklist will make it possible for me to serve you well, and for you to finish on time and with a product of which you can be proud.  

I'd like you to save this word document on your computer.  Every month, please add any updates and send it to me.  I hope also to meet with you regularly, especially as we hit "milestone moments."

Today's date: 7/4/09
Your name:


Complete contact information (preferred email address, complete street address, work phone, cell phone, home phone):

Who was your first year advisor?


Who will be the other member of your committee?


What is your TOPIC?


Why are you interested in this topic?  (couple of sentences)


What is your research question (think SMART-- Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Timely)?


With what organization will you be working with for this study?


Who owns it?


What is its mission?


Who will be your contact there?


What is your study population and setting?


What is the relevant IRB in the country where you are working?


What is your IRB certification number (once approved)?


What secondary data are you going to use?


What are some key take-aways from your literature review?


What are your methods (study design)?  What time frame are you using?


If you are asking your population questions, what are the questions?  (Questionnaire, interview protocol, whatever)


What is the primary outcome variable?


What are the primary predictor variables?


What is your plan for data analysis?

Quantitative:


Qualitative:


Where (what journal) do you want to publish this?


WHAT IS YOUR SCHEDULE?

When will you be ready to submit your application to the UW IRB?


Suggest a timeline for the study (naming your own milestones):

How often do you want to meet with me?

How would you describe your work style?

Is this going to be fun?  (They don't pay me enough to not have fun ;)


